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Bhorjee:: An After Theater Dinner Party in Elizabethan or Tokugawa Japan

Teaching East and West: A Comparison of Tokugawa Japan and Elizabethan England


Lesson Title: An After-Theater Dinner Party in 17th century Elizabethan England and in 17th century Tokugawa Japan
Grade Level/Content Focus: This independent research and writing project is appropriate for high school juniors or seniors.
Time Period: From conception to presentation this project would require ten forty-five minute class periods.

Standard: The specific outcomes, expectations and indicators listed suggest some but not all the ways this activity can relate to the Maryland State Department of Education core goals in English. 

English:

Goal 1 - The student will demonstrate the ability to respond to a text by employing personal experiences and critical analysis.

Expectation 1

Indicator 5 The student will identify specific structural elements of particular literary forms: e.g. drama

Goal 2 – The student will demonstrate the ability to compose in a variety of modes by developing content, employing specific forms, and selecting language appropriate for a particular audience and purpose.

Expectation 2

Indicator 2 - The student will select and organize ideas for specific audiences and purposes.

Indicator 4 – The student will rehearse oral texts for effective application of diction, intonation, and rhetorical strategies, such as introductions, sequence, illustrations, and conclusions.

Expectation 3 – The student will locate, retrieve, and use information from various sources to accomplish a purpose.

Indicator 5 - The student will synthesize information from two or more sources to fulfill a self-selected or given purpose.

Objectives : Students, divided into groups of six, will research the lifestyle of the theater going  middle class of either Tokugawa Japan or of Elizabethan England in order to compose the script of a historically accurate after dinner conversation.. Students will regard the final product as a scene that could appear in a play but for this project will be a single scene not connected to a play. 

The six areas of investigation and research are:




Theater forms – Bunraku/Kabuki versus Shakespearean play

Government/political organization -- Monarchy versus Edo Shogunate 

Elizabethan social mores versus those of the Tokugawa period

Customs/attitudes of the rising middle class

Food and décor in both periods

Dress and fashion habits in both periods

Students will:

· research topics as part of a group 

· synthesize and write a one page summary of their findings presenting five to ten  key facts of a specific topic

· synthesize the information and write a group script– including stage directions and dialogue which incorporates their historical  research 

· perform the script for their peers

Vocabulary/Concepts:

 Japanese/Tokugawa Period (Japan was closed off soon after the first European ships visited Japan in 1542, and did not reopen to foreign ships until 1853) 

European/ Elizabethan Period (1552 – Book of Common Prayer to 1789 – French Revolution)

Materials/Resources

Student Texts

Ibsen, Henrik.  The Doll’s House from The Complete Major Prose Plays, Rolf Fjelde, tr.

New York: New American Library, a Division of Penguin, USA, 1965. Class set.

Izumo,Takeda, Miyoshi Shoraku, and Namiki Senryu. Chusinggura, or the Treasury of Loyal Retainers. Donald Keene, tr. New York: Columbia University Press, 1971. Class set.

Shakespeare,William. Hamlet: The Cambridge School Shakespeare. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1994. Class set.

Films/Videos

Genroku Chusingura. Dir. Kenji Mizoguchi. With Chojura Kawarasaki. IMA Productions/Shochiku Films, 1941.214 min. 

Hamlet. Dir. Kenneth Branagh. With Julie Christie, Derek Jacobi, and Kate Winslet. Castle Rock. 1996 

Websites: Renaissance sites 

http://web.uvic.ca/shakespeare/Annex/ShakSites1.html
information on several areas of Renaissance life.

http://wwwshakespearemag.com/intro.asp
an online magazine for talk about Shakespeare

http://daphne.palomar.edu/shakespeare/
This site contains numerous reference materials, including a Shakespeare timeline, genealogy, and more 

http://wwwrenaissance.dm.net/compendium/19.html
Life in Elizabethan England

Websites: Tokugawa Japan sites 

http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2090.html
 Background on Kabuki and links to other sites 

http://www.shogungallery.com/home.html
Background on Japanese prints, a gallery, a discussion forum and a live auction of prints. 

http://www.fix.co.jp/kabuki/about.html
A history of kabuki and links to related sites 

http://www.ukans.edu/~sma/chushin/chushtxt.htm
A synopsis of the kabuki play 

http://wwwasiarecipe.com/japeathistory.html
 Japanese dining history and recipe site with links to cultural as well as culinary history and recipes 

www.asia.si.edu/collections/japaneseHome.htm
Numerous color images of 17th Century Edo art period at the Freer and Sackler 

http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2090.html
Virtual journey through Tokugawa Japan 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/
 Look at Language /Literature and Foreign Language 

www.nga.gov/exhibitions/edotpktoc.htm
A packet developed for the exhibition Edo: Art in Japan 1615-186

Print 

Sun, M. Traditional Japanese Fashions Paper Dolls. New York: Dover Publications, 2003 

Tierney,Tom. Elizabethan Costumes: Paper Dolls. New York: Dover Publications, 1996. 

Picard,Liza. Elizabeth's London: Everyday life in Elizabethan London. New York: St. Martin's Press, 2004 

Kermode, Frank.The Age of Shakespeare. New York: Random House Publishing Group, 2004. 

Other Materials

List of similarities and differences in Elizabethan and kabuki public theaters


VCR and monitor


Handouts of relevant teacher made information


Computers to research websites

Lesson Abstract: After completion of a class study of the plays, Hamlet and Chushingura, or the Treasury of Loyal Retainers, students will research the life of a Renaissance businessman’s family or of a Japanese merchant family. Students will be divided into groups of six with half the groups researching Renaissance England, the other half, the Toshogawa Shogunate period in Japan.  Each member of a group will be responsible for researching one of six aspects of life in each society at the time:

Theater conventions – Bunraku/Kabuki versus Shakespearean play

Government organization and political organization of classes in society

Elizabethan social manners and mores versus those of the Tokugawa period including male/female roles in society

Food and décor/artwork in homes in both periods

Dress and fashion customs in both periods

Students will report back to their group with a one page report containing five to ten facts on their topic of everyday life in the rising middle classes of England or Japan. The information will be incorporated into a script for an informal scene at a dinner party where the conversation will reflect the play they have just attended and the social norms of the times. The script will incorporate accurate historical research as reflected in the dialogue and in the stage directions. The individual student’s research will be extensive enough to yield information required for the script; however the collaborative final product will be the performance of the scene. The goal is to create natural- sounding conversation as facts are incorporated into the dialogue. Ibsen’s The Doll’s House (already studied) will be used as a reference for stage directions focusing on the house interior and fashions and for dialogue which moves scene forward.

Lesson Development

· Motivation/Warm Up

Handout a short scene from The Doll’s House

· Modeling

Examine the stage directions at the beginning of Acts I, II, and III to see how information is presented. Point out also the dialogue on the first pages of Act I from The Doll's House And discuss the tones --naturalness and flirtation -and how the dialogue move the plot forward. 

Play clips of the films of Hamlet and Cushingura eliciting aspects of daily life in the two countries from students. Discuss examples in the films of the aspects of research which will be part of this project.

· Guided Practice

The six aspects of the project will be discussed drawing knowledge that students already have from studying the plays with themes of revenge but set in very different cultural contexts. A 

Review of concepts presented with the dramas relating to the six research categories so students will realize that they have a basis already for their research. One of the websites will be projected on the LCD with suggestions abut drawing facts for their individual research reports. These are to be informal but documentation of sources must be made. A lesson at the beginning of the second week will guide students in the collaborative script based on heir research and knowledge of dramatic dialogue.

Give students handouts with a list of the websites and other resources pertinent to their research.

· Independent Practice

Students will meet in groups of six. Within their groups they will choose one of the six aspects of life among the merchant class 17th Century England or Japan for independent research.

Theater conventions – Bunraku/Kabuki versus Shakespearean play

Government organization and political organization of classes in society

Elizabethan social manners and mores versus those of the Tokugawa   

      period including male/female roles in society

Food and décor/artwork in homes in both periods

Dress and fashion customs in both periods

Students will also choose a group leader to whom everyone will report and they will set up a timetable for the research to be completed and ready to be incorporated into the group script at an appointed date in class. They will discuss a focus for their script and the use of The Doll’s House as a reference.

· Assessment 

Students will assess the group’s efforts after each performance based on this rubric.

Students will also verbally recommend two or three performances to be presented for other audiences.

RUBRIC FOR ASSESSMENT OF THE SCRIPT PERFORMANCE

	Basis for assessment
	Excellent
	Satisfactory
	Needs

 improvement

	Evidence of accurate historical research incorporated into script
	
	
	

	Quality of group writing effort evident in the performance
	
	
	

	Believability of the dialogue and stage directions
	
	
	

	Quality of performance to enhance the script
	
	
	


· Closure/Summary

Time for the discussion of the successes and frustrations of the research and script writing process will be provided. Highlights of the most useful websites and other materials will be discussed.

Lesson Extensions

Students will select one or more of the groups to perform for another class who has done the same project or for a drama class. Opportunities to video-tape and /or take digital photos of the groups who will be performing again will be offered. These could be put on the internet with the script or the audio.
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